
2013 Wild & Scenic Film Festival Award Winners 

 

Best of Festival: 
Cafeteria Man                           

A candid look at what it takes to reform unhealthy school lunch programs and provide 
nutritious, tasty meals to our nation’s school kids, profiling Tony Geraci and his success in 
Baltimore's schools.              
Genre: Food. 64 Minutes. Filmmakers: Richard Chisholm, Sheila Kinkade. 

Spirit of Activism: 
Bidder 70            
BIDDER 70 follows Tim DeChristopher, a University of Utah student who on December 19, 2008, 
in a dazzling act of civil disobedience, derailed the outgoing Bush administration’s illegal Bureau 
of Land Management oil and gas auction. As bidder #70, Tim bid 1.8 million dollars and won 
22,000 pristine acres surrounding Utah’s National Parks. He had no intention to pay or drill.  In 
February 2009, the new Obama administration agreed the land should be safeguarded and 
invalidated the entire auction. Nevertheless, Tim was indicted on two federal felonies with 
penalties of up to ten years in prison. A personal portrait, BIDDER 70 illuminates how the 
choices we make determine our future and the world we live in. Tim DeChristopher puts a face 
on Time Magazine’s 2011 Person of the Year, the Protestor.      
Genre: Activism. 72 Minutes.  Filmmaker: Beth & George Gage.  

Most Inspiring Adventure Film: 
Out Living It                       
The effects of cancer reach far beyond the physical symptoms of the disease. Those who 
survive often find themselves dealing with a profound loss of physical strength, community, 
identity and confidence, with few resources to turn to. On a quest to redefine themselves and 
defy their diagnosis, Out Living It tells the story of young adult cancer survivors who take on the 
challenge of rock climbing and whitewater kayaking during a week long outdoor adventure 
camp in the mountains of Colorado.            
Genre: Adventure. 44 Minutes. Filmmaker: Michael Brown. 

Best Short Short: 
Moonwalk  
Not Available. 
Dean Potter is nothing if not creative. In this short piece, he highlines across a desert landscape 



with a massive full moon as his backdrop.         
Genre: Adventure. 4 Minutes. Filmmaker: Mikey Schaefer. 

Student Filmmaker Award: 
Atomic States of America                         
In 2010, the United States approved the first new nuclear power plant in 32 years, heralding a 
“Nuclear Renaissance”. But that was before the Fukushima accident in Japan renewed a fierce 
public debate over the safety and viability of nuclear power. 
The Atomic States of America journeys to nuclear reactor communities around the country to 
provide a comprehensive exploration of the history and impact to date of nuclear power, and 
to investigate the truths and myths about nuclear energy. Genre: Energy/Climate 
Change/Resources. 90 Minutes. Filmmakers: Don Argott and Sheena Joyce 

John de Graaf Environmental Filmmaking Award: 
Symphony of the Soil             
Symphony of the Soil is a 104-minute documentary feature film that explores the complexity 
and mystery of soil. Filmed on four continents and sharing the voices of some of the world’s 
most esteemed soil scientists, farmers and activists, the film portrays soil as a protagonist of 
our planetary story. Using a captivating mix of art and science, the film shows that soil is a 
complex living organism, the foundation of life on earth.         
Genre: Land Perspective. 104 Minutes. Filmmaker: Deborah Koons Garcia 

People’s Choice Award: 
Bidder 70 
BIDDER 70 follows Tim DeChristopher, a University of Utah student who on December 19, 2008, 
in a dazzling act of civil disobedience, derailed the outgoing Bush administration’s illegal Bureau 
of Land Management oil and gas auction. As bidder #70, Tim bid 1.8 million dollars and won 
22,000 pristine acres surrounding Utah’s National Parks. He had no intention to pay or drill.  In 
February 2009, the new Obama administration agreed the land should be safeguarded and 
invalidated the entire auction. Nevertheless, Tim was indicted on two federal felonies with 
penalties of up to ten years in prison. A personal portrait, BIDDER 70 illuminates how the 
choices we make determine our future and the world we live in. Tim DeChristopher puts a face 
on Time Magazine’s 2011 Person of the Year, the Protestor.      
Genre: Activism. 72 Minutes.  Filmmaker: Beth & George Gage. 

Best Children’s Film: (Decided by our Kids’ Jury) 
Watermelon Magic            
Not Available.            

International audiences will delight in this nearly wordless burst of color and music that draws 
inspiration from film classic “The Red Balloon”.  Weaving together documentary and narrative 



elements, “Watermelon Magic” chronicles a season on the family farm, as young Sylvie grows a 
patch of watermelons to sell at market.  The film employs a dynamic visual style that uses high-
resolution stills at varying shutter-burst frame rates with stunning time-lapse sequences to 
trace the journey from seed to flower to fruit. When harvest time arrives, Sylvie must decide if 
she will share her precious watermelon babies with the world.       
Genre: Food. 38 Minutes. Filmmaker: Richard Power Hoffmann. 

Honorable Mentions: 

In Organic We Trust                            

“In Organic We Trust” is an eye-opening documentary that reveals the true meaning of 
“organic”.  When corporations went into the business and “organic” became a brand, the 
philosophy and the label grew apart.  But there’s hope for organic and for us!  Director Kip 
Pastor looks beyond the label and unearths inspiring solutions for our health and 
environmental problems. Dr. Marion Nestle shares important opinions on the future of health. 
Individual citizens and communities are taking matters into their own hands, and change is 
coming from the soil up.            
Genre: Food. 81 Minutes. Filmmaker: Kip Pastor 

Desert Dreams: Celebrating Five Seasons in the Sonoran Desert           

Countering the notion that deserts are little more than a void to be filled, DESERT DREAMS 
immerses viewers in a world pulsing with life and beauty year-round. This multimedia tapestry 
showcases 182 species of Sonoran Desert plants and animals in a seasonal chronology.  HD 
video content and time-lapse imagery captured over four years blends with stills from the 
filmmaker's photographic archive compiled over three decades.  Using no voice-over, DESERT 
DREAMS combines natural sounds with a kaleidoscope of flute and percussion vignettes by 
Gary Stroutsos.             
Genre: Wildlife. 52 Minutes. Filmmaker: Thomas Wiewandt. 

Cape Spin! An American Power Struggle         

Cape Spin! An American Power Struggle tells the surreal, fascinating, tragicomic story of the 
battle over America’s most controversial clean energy project. Cape Wind would be the U.S.’s 
first offshore windfarm… But strange alliances formed for and against: Kennedys, Kochs, and 
everyday folks do battle with the developer and green groups over the future of American 
power. With full access to both sides, a commitment to impartial storytelling and fueled by a 
satiric ‘revolutionary’ soundtrack, Cape Spin!  is “a gripping and entertaining study of eco-
capitalism and grassroots democracy”. “It proves that environmental films can be crowd 
pleasers, and not at all just about the environment.”        
Genre: Energy, Climate Change, Resources. 86 Minutes. Filmmakers: John Kirby, Libby Handros, 
Daniel Coffin, Robbie Gemmel. 


