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About Wild & Scenic
HOW THE WILD & SCENIC FILM FESTIVAL GOT ITS START… 
The South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL) started the Wild & Scenic Film Festival 
in 2003 to promote community building within the Yuba Watershed as well as a way to 
explore environmental issues through an exciting and influential medium―film.  And, it 
is a fundraiser for our programmatic work aimed to protect and restore the Yuba River 
watershed.  

SYRCL is a watershed advocacy group that was started in 1983 by a small group of 
concerned citizens who banded together to fight against several proposed dams. The 
festival’s namesake is in celebration of achieving Wild & Scenic status in 1999 for 39 miles 
of the South Yuba River. After twenty-eight years, thousands of supporters and 1,000 active 
volunteers later, SYRCL is one of the largest single-river organizations in the nation and the 
Wild & Scenic Film Festival is the largest film festival of its kind in the United States. January’s 
annual 4-day event features over 110 award-winning films, plus speakers, celebrities, 
workshops, and activists who bring a human face to the environmental movement.



Festival by the Numbers

60%Filmmaker attendance

700Volunteers!

20,000Annual On Tour Attendees

4,500Festival Attendees in Nevada City & 
Grass Valley at the “home” fest

100+Films screened―short shorts to 
feature length.   

85Filmmakers, directors, 
special guests & jurors

10Venues

99Sponsors, partners, & donors

13Genres of film:
•	Activism
•	Adventure
•	Animation
•	Children’s Films
•	Energy/Climate Change
•	Food
•	Global Perspective
•	Health
•	Indigenous Perspectives
•	Land Preservation
•	Oceans
•	Water/River Issues
•	Wildlife

22World Premiers in 2014

44Artists featuring Wild & 
Scenic art

23Enviro Fair Groups 
Participants

11Activist Workshops

2,500School Program  
Participants



The Trip Starts in Nevada City...
NOW IN IT’S 13TH YEAR, SYRCL’s (South Yuba River Citizens League) Wild & Scenic® Film 
Festival returns each January with another incredible selection of films to change your 
world.  Each year, the Wild & Scenic® Film Festival draws top filmmakers, celebrities, leading 
activists, social innovators and well-known world adventurers to the historic downtown of 
Nevada City, California.

Considered one of the nation’s premiere environmental and adventure film festivals, 
our films combine stellar filmmaking, beautiful cinematography and first-rate storytelling 
to inform, inspire and ignite solutions and possibilities to restore the earth and human 
communities while creating a positive future for the next generation.  Festival-goers 
can expect to see award-winning films about nature, community activism, adventure, 
conservation, water, energy and climate change, wildlife, environmental justice, agriculture, 
and indigenous cultures.

Each year’s selections will not only take audiences to some of the most remote and beautiful 
places on the planet, but introduce them to the magnificent animals that inhabit these places 
and the courageous individuals who are 
working to protect and preserve both for future 
generations.  The films instill a deep appreciation 
and a sense of wonder for the natural world that 
surrounds and supports us.



Demographics & Reach
99% of attendees rate their experience at Wild & Scenic as excellent or good

60% female and 40% male

88% of attendees have a 4-year college degree, and 52% of those attendees have an 
advanced degree 

46% of attendees are over 60 years of age; 36% are over 40 years

80% of the January Nevada City Festival attendees live in the Northern California region.  
10% come from the San Francisco Bay Area, 9% from Southern California and the 
remainder from across the world.  
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2014 Wild & Scenic Film Festival Demographic Information

0% 0% 

8% 

10% 

9% 

27% 

46% 

Which category below includes your age? 

17 or younger

18-20

21-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60 or older

68% 

32% 

0% 

What is your gender? 

Female

Male

Other affiliation

5,000+ Facebook Fans

8,500 E-mail list subscribers

25,000 people attend a Wild & 
Scenic event annually 
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0% 

0% 
1% 

14% 

30% 
55% 

What is the highest grade or level of school that you have completed? 

8th grade or less

Some high school, but did not
graduate

High school graduate or GED

Some college or 2-year degree

4-year college graduate

More than 4-year college degree

15% 

18% 

22% 

16% 

10% 

9% 

10% 

What is your household's annual income? 

Under $25,000

$25,000 - $49,999

$50,000 - $74,999

$75,000 - $99,999

$100,000 - $124,999

$125,000 - $149,999

Over $150,000



$10,000 $5,000 $2,500 $1,000 $500

Product Distribution/Booth Presence
6’ table at Fest HQ - - - -

Advertising
Ad in main program ½ Page

(8”w x 2.375”h)
¼ Page

(1.875”w x 5”h)
¼ Page

(1.875”w x 2.375”h)
- -

Banner at Festival  
(provided by sponsor)

- - -

Logo on promotional poster - -
Logo/Name in main program

Logo/Name in mini program

Logo/Name in Festival Slide Show

Website: Logo placement on 
website with hyperlink

Hospitality
Festival Pass 4 2 2 2 1
Private Opening Party Tickets 4 2 2 - -
Gala Party Tickets 6 4 2 - -

Plus
2015 Commemorative Poster 
Signed by Filmmakers, framed - -

2015 Commemorative Poster, 
framed - - -

Annual Membership to SYRCL

Tax Deductible Portion of 
Donation $8,750 $4,150 $1,850 $800 $375

Sponsor Benefit Summary
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The Buzz About Wild & Scenic
I think it should be called the Wild, Scenic & Inspirational Film 
Festival. This festival is extraordinary and commendable and I’m 
not going to stop talking about it for a very, very long time.

-Sir Patrick Stewart, actor and activist 

Nature is a beautiful thing and we all have to take part in what 
we believe will help the environment. Thanks to the film festival I 
feel more educated about our environment and I want to help!

-Amanda Moylan, 11 years old 

The mission of Patagonia is to inspire and implement solutions 
to the environmental crisis, and film is one of the best ways we 
know to inspire people to get involved.  Patagonia supports the 
Wild & Scenic On Tour because it takes the best environmental 
films made each year and shares them with a rapidly increasing 
circle of people who leave the theater committed to finding 
solutions to the crisis we all face.

-Rick Ridgeway, VP Environment and Production at Patagonia

Wild & Scenic is the best festival on the circuit. I have been to many small and large, 
environmental and general genre festivals. W&S tops them all, because it is truly a 
community of festival organizers, filmmakers, film goers, merchants and residents. It showed 
off the special quality of Nevada City and its people. And it allowed for easy interaction 
between people. At the heart of filmmaking, especially doc filmmaking, is people and 
festivals frequently forget that.

-David Novack, filmmaker 



Let’s Talk!

Melinda Booth, Festival Director
melinda@syrcl.org

530.265.5961 x202

313 Railroad Ave. #101

Nevada City, CA 95959

www.WildandScenicFilmFestival.org


